773

Making the Right Turn’

An Exploration of the Definition of Turning Right and Left in Halachah
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“Kol Pinos — Derech Yemin”

The copper “Sea” that Shlomo HaMelech constructed in the Beis Hamikdash —a basin
containing mikvah water that was used by the kohanim for ritual immersion'—stood
upon twelve copper oxen. The verse counts first the three oxen on the northern side,
followed by the three on the western side, then the southern side, and concludes with
the eastern side.? The Talmud derives from this that “any turn [in the Temple service]
should be derech yemin — towards the right.” When one circles an object from its

northern side to its western side, one is turning along one’s right side.?
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